The Art of the French Request: 3 Ways to Ask

Speak with confidence, from the bakery to the bistro.

The Core Confusion

Do you freeze up when ordering a croissant or booking a hotel room? Many beginners
stick to one phrase for everything, fearing they will sound robotic, rude, or

l. The Casual Standard

Use ‘Est-ce que je peux avoir...’
(pronounced Esku) for everyday
interactions. It is the standard way
to ask ‘Can | have...?’ for simple
things like bread or asking a friend
for their phone number.

grammatically incorrect.

2. The Elegant Conditional

Upgrade to ‘Pourrais-je avoir...’
(‘Could | have...") to instantly
sound more polite and charming.
This is perfect for ordering pastries
or requesting a hotel room with
with a garden view.

3. The Sophisticated Inversion

For ‘Grand’ occasions, use ‘Puis-je
avoir... ('May | have..’). It is formal
and slightly dated, but very
sophisticated.

Note: Never say ‘Peux-je'—always
use 'Puis-je’ for the inversion!



Put It Into Practice

@ 1. Match the Vibe
Draw a line to connect the situation to the phrase.
Situation Phrases
Situation A: You are asking a friend for their phone number. [] Puis-je avoir... (Sophisticated)

Situation B: You are asking a concierge for the best table —
at a luxury restaurant.

Situation C: You are buying a baguette at the local boulangerie.

Est-ce que je peux avoir... (Casual)

Pourrais-je avoir... (Elegant)
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2. Fill in the Blank

To sound polite and elegant when ordering three croissants, you should use the conditional tense:

-je avoir trois croissants, s'il vous plait?

— — — — — S — — —

>/
4

h 4

3. The ‘Grand’ Rule

You want to use the sophisticated inversion form of “Je peux” (I can). Which version is grammatically correct?

A) Peux-je avorr.. B) Puis-je avoir... C) Avoir-je peux..

4
|

Answer Key: I: A-Est-ce que, B-Puis-je, C-Pourrais-je; 2: Pourrais; 3: B (Remember: Never say Peux-je!)



